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Author Bio:
Amber Manning is an independent, working 
mother of 3 rowdy and handsome boys. She 

has a "no-nonsense, never quit, make no 
excuses" attitude and tries her best to stay 

positive throughout life! Her main purpose in 
this world, she believes, is to raise her boys 
properly, help others and make a difference! 

 
She loves "the old school" way of living and 
believes that if more people would have that 

attitude that the world would be a better 
place! Born and raised in Texas, she is 100% 
Texan in heart! She loves her family, water 

sports, outdoors, reading, camping, bonfires, 
good music turned up loud and can 

sometimes be corny. She knows it and her 
response is, "being normal is boring!" She 

tries to always give the gift of a smile 
because she says she hopes it "brightens 
someone's day!" She believes every single 

person has struggles and believes the 
philosophy "you should never look down on 
someone, unless it's to help them up!" Her 
favorite story is the "Starfish Story" (you 

made a difference to that one). 
 

Children are her favorite people in the world 
and have been since she was a child! They 

hold the most special place in her heart. She 
has always loved to write and has wanted to 
be an elementary or middle school teacher 
since she was 7 years old. In her book, she 

gets to "teach" children about Texas!

Published November 2017
Get ready to take an ENTERTAINING and EDUCATIONAL stroll 

through TEXAS HISTORY while learning some FUN TEXAS FACTS 
along the way!! 

A TWO PART book. The first part is a rhyming and witty story that 
touches on some of the history of Texas while also introducing the 

importance, meaning and symbols that are relevant in our state. 
The second part includes 28 fun Texas facts mixed with more 

knowledge of fundamental elements such as the Texas pledge and 
our state song. 

Incredibly illustrated, the pictures depict exactly what the author 
had probably envisioned when writing the book. 

Useful in English and History classes, it also adds some extra 
excitement for children who bore easily when learning the basics. 

The style of presentation creates an easy way to remember 
important facts. 

An upbeat, rhythmic Texas history lesson!!

www.ambermanningtxauthor.wordpress.com @ambermanningtxauthor
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REVIEWS 
 

..."clever and fun, fact filled book. A great way to 
teach and fun way to learn about TEXAS... 
EVEN ADULTS may learn a thing or two!" 

 - soatman (Amazon) 
 

"Mighty Big and Super Great is a wonderful, 
educational book about the State of Texas, with 
fun, interesting facts I didn't know and that I'm 

happy to share with my kids and grandkids. The 
illustrations are fantastic - vibrant and beautiful - 

and make the rhymes come to life. I'd 
recommend this for teaching kids what they don't 

know about Texas - in a way that will capture 
their imagination and keep them reading.) - marie 

(Amazon) 
 

"An outstanding book on real Texas history for 
kids, not clouded by politically correct mumbo 

jumbo. Read this to my grand daughter and the 
vibrant illustrations and rhyming sentences kept 

her attention throughout the book. Cleverly 
written, it helps shape young minds into what 

makes Texas so special. Highly recommended." 
- DRob (Amazon) 

 
"What a precious book about our Lone Star 

State! Not only is it a fun to read but the facts 
flow throughout. As a former elementary teacher, 
I would definitely use this book during my study 
of Texas. The academic vocabulary will lead to 
so many discussions. Enjoy the bonus of fun 

facts and questions at the back!" 
 - mike1 (Amazon) 

 
 

"Mighty Big and Super 
Great" is available at:

AMAZON 
BARNES & NOBLE 
TEXAS AUTHORS 

BOOKPEOPLE 
WALMART.COM 
TARGET.COM 

HALF PRICE BOOKS 
THE TWIG BOOK SHOP 

AND MANY OTHER LOCATIONS... 
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Tell us a little about yourself, your background and your book. 

Growing up, I was the oldest of 3 girls. I had no brothers. I was good at school and band. I graduated at age
16. I have 3 boys, ages 15, 13 and 7. The loves of my life! I spend my time working, taking care of my boys, 
enjoying nature and writing and also spending time with family and friends. My book is meant to be an 
upbeat and fun Texas history lesson for elementary to middle school children. 

When did you first realize you wanted to be a writer? 

I have been writing since I was about 12 years old, I find writing to be a form of self-expression, a healthy 
therapy, an outlet for the thoughts in my mind. I was always inspired by reading and found this love early
in life. 

What would you say is your most interesting writing quirk? 

I always hand-write everything in a spiral notebook first and then type it on the computer. I love the 
genuine form of writing. I then save the handwritten book. 

Where did you get the idea for this book? 

Well, when I first went to work at my current job, my new boss, David Thomas Roberts, who is an 
entrepreneur, author and wears many other hats had written and published 3 books, of which I was 
really impressed. I immediately read them and wrote him reviews on sticky notes. He asked me to write 
those reviews on Amazon. Afterwards, he said, “you really love reading, don’t you? Do you also love to 
write?” I answered instantaneously, “yes, I have always loved to write!” He then asked me if I thought I 
could write a Texas history book for a 6 year old. I said, “I’m sure I could”, although, deep inside I was 
somewhat worried about writing history in such a style that I could captivate a 6 year olds’ interest. My 
book is a product of that quest. 

What did you want to be when you grew up? 

I always wanted to be an elementary or middle school teacher. I only ever dreamed of becoming a writer. I
took some classes towards becoming a teacher, I substituted at a few schools, I always wrote in spirals at 
home or wrote handwritten letters to friends/family. But, what I ended up being was a person diversely 
experienced in: accounting, logistics, purchasing, inventory, office management, now marketing and 
publishing. 
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What were you like at school? 

I usually always made good grades and at one point I was to graduate 2nd in my class. This was until, I 
changed schools and graduated early, I still graduated in the top 10%. I was outgoing,  friendly and positive
but sometimes picked on about being a “nerd”. 

Were you good at English? 

I was best at Language Arts-where grammar, spelling and punctuation were concerned. I did, however do
pretty well in English. 

How much research do you do before writing a book? 

I spend more time researching and fact checking than I do actually writing my book. For this book, I did 
around 120 hours of research. (not only on the facts and information, but also on children’s interests, etc.) 

What’s the hardest thing about writing in your opinion? 

For children’s books, the hardest thing is fitting all of the information I want to write into 32 pages. For 
other types of writing, it is deciding exactly where I want the story to go. Also, if anyone ever thought 
marketing was easy, that is absolutely untrue. Marketing is the most difficult part of the publishing 
process, in my opinion. 

Do you read much and what are your favorite authors? 

Yes, yes and YES! I love to read! My favorite authors are C.S. Lewis, Nora Roberts, Sandra Brown, David 
Thomas Roberts, of course, Shel Silverstein, Roald Dahl, John Grisham, and all of the authors of Defiance 
Press & Publishing 

What books are you presently reading? 

Purge on the Potomac, David Thomas Roberts; When Stars Go Out, Ransom Grey – I work also for the 
publishing company, Defiance Press, and these are a few of the new books coming out!  

Do you proofread/edit your own books or does someone else do that for you? 

I can do this, but it is extremely difficult to be the sole person to do this on your own book. We have an 
amazing editor, Janet Musick, who edits our books.  
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Who designed your book cover? 

Kory Fluckiger, my incredible, hand-picked illustrator…he will also be illustrating the next book in the 
series about the Texas Rangers …coming soon! 

Do you think the cover plays an important part in the buying process? 

Of course it does! Don’t believe that adage, “don’t judge a book by its cover”; the vivid and fantastic 
illustrations by Kory Fluckiger bring potential readers' attention to the book; many comment that the 
illustrations are beautiful. 

How do you market your books? 

Social media, emails, word of mouth, school visits  

Who published your books? 

Bluebonnet Kids, which is a registered trademark imprint of Defiance Press & Publishing 

How do you relax? 

Relax? What is that?   I can relax when I write, when I read, when I go to the lake (my favorite place) or 
when I take a long, hot, bubble bath. 

What does Memorial Day mean to you? 

Memorial Day is the day we honor those that have given their lives fighting for our country, I have the
utmost respect and appreciation for those heroes and also for the veterans, that, even though they may
not have lost their lives, they still made the ultimate sacrifice, either by spending excessive time away 
from family, missing births, birthdays, first steps, suffering injuries, physically or mentally…. “all gave 
some, some gave all” and these people are some of my biggest heroes and their sacrifices will never be 
forgotten! 

What is the social marketing network that works best for you? 

Facebook and Linked In 

www.ambermanningtxauthor.wordpress.com @ambermanningtxauthor

www.bluebonnetkids.com OR www.defiancepress.com

Q&A Page 3



Q&A 

with the 

author

What are your favorite quotes or motivational phrases? 

Fall down seven times, stand up eight. Attitude is everything. If you think you can or if you think 
you can’t, you are correct. Never Quit. And, my absolute FAVORITE...

The Starfish Story 
One day, a man was walking along the shore and saw a young man reaching down to the shore, 
picking up small objects, and throwing them into the ocean. He came closer still and called out 
'Good morning! May I ask what it is that you are doing?' The young man paused, looked up, and 
replied 'Throwing starfish into the ocean.' 'I must ask, then, why are you throwing starfish into 
the ocean?' asked the somewhat startled wise man. 
To this, the young man replied, 'The sun is up and the tide is going out. If I don't throw them in, 
they'll die.' Upon hearing this, the wise man commented, 'But, young man, do you not realize that 
there are miles and miles of beach and there are starfish all along every mile? You can't possibly 
make a difference!' At this, the young man bent down, picked up yet another starfish, and threw 
it into the ocean. As it met the water, he said, 'It made a difference for that one.' 

What is your favorite movie and why? 

I have more than 2, but I will list 2… 1) Men of Honor-because it is an inspirational story of 
overcoming adversity and beating the odds, 2) Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, because I feel it is 
the ultimate love story, and the song, “Everything I Do”, by Bryan Adams is the way I live my life 
towards those that I love-my children, my family, my special friends. 

What advice would you give to aspiring writers? 

Be ready to give it all you’ve got and be in it for the long haul; don’t let obstacles or negativity 
stand in your way; it’s a lot of work but, “dream your dream, believe in yourself and never give 
up!” 

What famous person would you like to meet and why? 

Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison, Sigmund Freud, Nolan Ryan, Kurt Warner, Mel Gibson, Sandra 
Bullock, Channing Tatum, Julia Roberts, Kevin Costner-in one way or another, they all inspire 
me 

First rodeo you ever attended? 

Alan Jackson
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View Amber's 1st radio/TV interview below: 

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/VR4ECGXYGU 

STAY TUNED FOR... 

AMBER MANNING'S UPCOMING RELEASE, 

THE 2ND BOOK IN THE SERIES, 

ABOUT THE TEXAS RANGERS!! 

AMBER'S BOOKS ARE PUBLISHED BY: 

BLUEBONNET KIDS, A REGISTERED TRADEMARK IMPRINT OF 

DEFIANCE PRESS & PUBLISHING, LLC 

WWW.BLUEBONNETKIDS.COM 

WWW.DEFIANCEPRESS.COM 

(281)602-3135 

AMBER ALSO DOES SCHOOL VISITS! 

EMAIL: AMBER@DEFIANCEPRESS.COM 

OR AMBERMANNINGTXAUTHOR@YAHOO.COM 


